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Figure 2. 905 N. Capitol Ave Property Site Map 
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SECTION 3. EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS 
The approximately 3.5-acre Property is located on the eastern edge of the City of San Jose, in Santa Clara 
County, California (the approximate center of the Property is at 37.38272766ᵒ N, -121.85736096ᵒ W) 
(Figures 1 and 2). The Property is located southeast of the intersection of Highway 680 and Berryessa 
Road. The Property is bound to the east by N. Capitol Avenue, the west by Kestral way, and is bisected 
by Penitencia Creek Road. The northern boundary abuts an existing housing development and the 
southern boundary borders Penitencia Creek Park. The surrounding area is largely dominated by single 
family residential and commercial development, with the 4 mile and 163-acre linear Penitencia Creek 
Park transecting the greater urbanized area. 

The 2.1-acre northwestern parcel is comprised of an active residence, with remnants of farming 
activities surrounding it. The 1.4-acre southeastern parcel is comprised of a ruderal field that historically 
contained a house and associated buildings. Both parcels are surrounded by chain-link and/or wooden 
privacy fencing. The site is relatively flat, with a gentle northwestern slope; onsite elevations range 
between approximately 143 feet above mean sea level (AMSL) at the northern portion of the Property 
and 150 feet AMSL at the southeast corner of the Property.  

3.1 LAND COVER TYPES 
Much of the Property is comprised of ruderal vegetation (Figure 3). A residence and ancillary building 
occur on the northwestern parcel, and a gravel driveway runs from N. Capitol Ave to and alongside the 
residence. Both parcels are enclosed by fencing or walls with the exception of the driveway entrance. 
An all-inclusive list of plants observed on the Property is included as Table 1. 

3.1.1  RUDERAL 
The majority of the northwestern parcel is dominated by ruderal (weedy) vegetation. An old truck and 
assorted machinery dots the field. The area appears to be mowed with the exception of the ornamental 
border. The field is dominated with non-native plant species that thrive in disturbed settings such as 
cheeseweed (Malva parviflora), ripgut brome (Bromus diandrus), and big heron bill (Erodium botrys). 

The southeastern parcel is characterized by ruderal vegetation with scattered coast live oaks (Quercus 
agrifolia) and redwood (Sequoia sempervirens). This field is dominated by the same non-native plants 
as the northwestern parcel. Field activities appear limited mowed.  

3.1.2  ANTHROPOGENIC/ORNAMENTAL 
The northwestern parcel supports one single-family residence, including an ancillary building. This 
residence is accessed via gravel driveways that run from N Capitol Ave. Individual fruit and nut trees 
such as lemon (Citrus limon), mulberry (Morus sp.), avocado (Persea americana), pomegranate (Punica 
granatum), have been planted throughout this area. Along the fence-line on the western perimeter of 
the property a row of redwood trees has been planted. The wall and fence are covered with planted 
lavender trumpet vine (Bignonia callistegioides). The residence is surrounded by ornamental plantings 
including camilia (Camilia japonica), bird of paradise (Strelitzia reginae), and spider plant 
(Chlorophytum comosum).  

 . 
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3.2 POTENTIAL WATERS OF THE U.S./STATE 
The Property does not contain any waters or wetlands that would be regulated by the federal 
government or State of California. Additionally, there are no depressional features that would support 
wetland hydrology, nor is there any evidence of seeps or springs.  

3.3 SOILS 
According to the Natural Resource Conservation Service3, two soil units, or types, have been mapped 
within the Property boundaries: Urbanland-Elpaloalto Complex, 0-2% Slopes, and Elder fine sandy 
loam, 0-2% slopes, rarely flooded (Figure 4).  

Urbanland-Elpaloalto Complex, 0-2% Slopes is a well-drained soil derived from disturbed and human 
transported material (Urbanland component) as well as metamorphic and sedimentary rock and/or 
metavolcanics (Elpaloalto component) and is found within alluvial fans. This soil is a silty clay loam, with 
a low runoff class, resulting in a low erosion hazard. The water table occurs greater than 80 inches below 
the surface. According to the California Hydric Soils List for Santa Clara County, this soil type is not a 
hydric soil. 

Elder fine sandy loam, 0-2% slopes, rarely flooded is a somewhat excessively drained soil derived from 
metamorphic and sedimentary rock and/or alluvium derived from metavolcanics and is found within 
streams. This soil is a fine sandy loam, with moderately rapid permeability and a very low runoff class, 
resulting in a low erosion hazard. Available water holding capacity is moderate, and the water table 
occurs greater than 80 inches below the surface. According to the California Hydric Soils List for Santa 
Clara County, this soil type is not a hydric soil. 

3.4 HYDROLOGY 
The Property primarily derives its hydrology from direct precipitation. The Property occurs 
immediately north of the Upper Penitencia Creek. The site is considered to be within the Upper 
Penitencia Creek-Coyote Creek (180500030203) watershed. A single stormwater drain is located on the 
southeastern parcel near the western edge. which presumably transports onsite and site-adjacent 
stormwater flows into the City of San Jose’s stormwater system.  

 
3 Natural Resource Conservation Service. 2021. Web Soil Survey. Survey Area: Version 10, September 9, 2021. 
Accessed November 2021. 
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Figure 3. 905 N. Capitol Property Land Cover Types 
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Figure 4. 905 N. Capitol Ave Property Soil Types Map 

 

 


